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Visit the St. Mark Festival's website at www.smfsus.org 
to find the material for the festival and  

for guidelines and information on the tests 
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St. Mark’s Festival 2021 Anthem 
God wants us to be always faithful 

He came to us and showed the way 

Firm in faith and in church graceful 

Living His words everyday 
 

We praise Him with all our senses 

Focus on the eternal goal 

Partake of the sacraments 

Giving life to our souls 
 

We hold on to our Lord’s promise 

He will give us the crown of life 



  

   

Learning about the story of Ezra teaches us the importance of God’s  
word in our life.  We should be faithful by reading the  

word of God and apply it in our life. 

There was a time when the Israelites were not obeying God’s word and were doing wrong things. 
This caused God’s wrath to come upon them.  As a result, God allowed King Nebuchadnezzar to 
conquer them in their war with the Babylonians and they were taken captive in Babylon.  They 
lived there for many years awaiting God’s mercy.  Cyrus, King of Persia, freed the Israelites after 
many years and allowed them to return to Jerusalem.  He gave them what they needed to rebuild 
their city and the Temple. 

Ezra the scribe was one of the people that lead the Israelites 
in their return to Jerusalem. Scribes are people who write 
down the word of God.  When the temple was rebuilt, Ezra 
read the books of Moses to the people.  “Then all the 
people answered, “Amen, Amen!” while lifting up their 
hands. And they bowed their heads and worshiped 
the LORD with their faces to the ground.” (Nehemiah 8:6) 

When the people heard the readings, they remembered God’s commandments and repented for  
disobeying Him all the years they were in captivity.  Ezra said to them, “Go your way, eat the fat, 
drink the sweet, and send portions to those for whom nothing is prepared; for this day is holy 
to our Lord. Do not sorrow, for the joy of the LORD is your strength.” (Nehemiah 8:10)  

Ezra did not want them to return to the city without their hearts returning to the Lord. He read 
the word of God to them every day for 7 days.  They made a feast for the Lord for seven days. 

We should read the word of God every day and keep His words in our heart. 
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The Story of Ezra 
Nehemiah 8 

“Jesus answered and said to him, “If anyone loves Me,  
he will keep My word; and My Father will love him,  

and We will come to him and make Our home with him.”  
John 14:23 



 

  

Use the code to find the words 
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Learning about the Liturgy teaches us to pay attention  
when we pray in church. 

A Journey Through the Liturgy 
 

 
 

The Liturgy begins the night before during the 
Raising of Incense.  During the Raising of Incense, 
we prepare ourselves and the altar for the Liturgy. 

 

Candles in the Church 

The priest opens the curtain of the altar and 2 candles 
are lit from the beginning of the prayers until the very 
end. 

The priest stands in front of the altar holding a cross 
with 3 candles and prays “Lord have mercy”.   
This reminds us that the Lord Jesus Christ is light to the 
world. 

When we stand up to listen to the Gospel reading, 2 
deacons stand holding a candle next to the priest 
reading the Gospel.  This shows that the word of God 
was light to the world. 

On the morning of the Liturgy during the Offertory, a 
deacon holds a candle.  This is when the priest chooses 
the Holy Bread that will be the Body of the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  Everyone sings “Lord Have Mercy” 41 times. 
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A candle is also lit during The Consecration  
(The Institution Narrative).  This is when the Holy Spirit 
changes the holy bread and wine into the Body and 
Blood of the Lord Jesus Christ that we receive during 
the Holy Communion.  During this time, all the deacons 
in the altar hold a candle.  Everyone sings  
“Amen, Amen, Amen, your death O Lord we 
proclaim.”  Everyone is quiet, the deacon says, 
“Worship God in fear and trembling”, and everyone 
bows down. 

During The Confession, a deacon holds a cross in one hand and a candle in the 
other hand with a handkerchief in between to cover his eyes, just like the angels 
in heaven that are standing around the Lord Jesus Christ.  The deacon tells the 
congregation to pray for those who will take communion,  that they may be worthy 
to partake of the Holy Body and Blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

During Communion, a deacon holds a candle and stands next to the priest.  God is 
front of us; the candles are like the angels standing in front of God.   

We should not be talking during communion; we should be standing and praising 
God. When we see a candle in church, we should remember that God is among us. 
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Incense in the Church 

Candles are not the only thing we see in the church that reminds us that God is 
among us.  We also see our father the priest holding a censer with incense.  
Incense symbolizes many things too. 

When the priest raises incense in front of the icons of the 
saints, it reminds us that they are praying for us. 

When the priest walks around the church raising incense, 
he is raising the prayers of the people up to heaven. 

When the priest raises incense during the Gospel reading, 
it is to show respect to the Word of God.   

The priest raises incense in the sanctuary because the Lord 
Jesus Christ is with us, just as He is in heaven. 

We should always be faithful in the Church.  Go to church 
early, attend the Liturgy from the very beginning, don’t 
talk, and pay attention to everything that is happening.  
This is how we can be faithful in church. 

 

 

“Holiness adorns Your House, O Lord forever.” Psalm 93:5 
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Complete the crossword puzzle 



 

 

  

The story of King Josiah teaches us to be faithful in our talents.   
Our talents are a gift from God and each one of us have a role.   

When we are faithful in our talents the Lord will reward us. 
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King Josiah 
2 Kings 22 & 23 

Josiah was the son of King Amon from the kingdom of 
Judah.  His grandfather was King Manasseh.  King Amon 
was a bad king and didn’t follow God’s commandments.  
His grandfather King Manasseh was bad too but he 
repented and returned to God at the end of his life. 

Josiah grew in fear of God as his mother Jedidah taught 
him.  After the death of Amon, Josiah became the king.  
He was only 8 years old.  While he was king, he prayed 
and asked God to help him follow God’s commandments 
and change all the bad things around him.  He also 
prayed and asked God to help him make good use of the 
talent God gave him, his kingdom.  Hilkiah the High 
Priest helped and guided him. 

When Josiah grew up, he decided to change everything 
around him.  In the 12th year of his reign, he ordered his 
soldiers to destroy all the statues and idols that the 
people worshiped in his kingdom and the surrounding 
kingdoms. 

In the 18th year of his reign, he fixed the temple and 
rebuilt the things that the previous kings destroyed 
because they did not follow God.   

 

 



  

Because King Josiah was faithful over few things,  
God rewarded him and gave him many things. 

While they were fixing the temple, Hilkiah the priest 
found the Book of the Law of Moses that was lost years 
ago.  Josiah was so happy that they found it.   

When he heard the words of the Law, he was upset 
because the people were not following God’s 
commandments and were far from Him.  He cried and 
asked God to forgive them all.  He brought all the people 
together in the temple and read the Book of Law to 
them.   

Afterwards, the people changed their ways and 
followed God and did not worship idols anymore.  They 
promised to follow God’s word and commandments 
faithfully. 

 

 

King Josiah worshipped God faithfully all the days of his life. 

 

“He who is faithful in what is least is faithful also in much; 
and he who is unjust in what is least is unjust also in much.”  

Luke 16:10 
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King Josiah was very young when he became king of Judah.   
Use the code below to answer the questions. 

Who was Josiah’s father?     King     ____     ____     ____     ____ 

                 Y    «     ²    À 
 

Who was Josiah’s grandfather? King ___    ___    ___    ___    ___    ___     ___    ___ 
                                                                   «   Y   À   Y �  �    ¯   R 
 
Who was Josiah’s mother?  ___    ___    ___    ___    ___    ___     ___    

                                                  I   ¯   J  $ J   Y    R 
 
Who was the high priest that helped King Josiah? Hilkiah 

___    ___    ___    ___    ___    ___     ___   

                          R  $ |    t  $ Y   R 
 
King Josiah was    ___    ___    ___    ___    ___    ___     ___      ___   

                    ÿ  Y  $ ä   R   ÿ   $    | 
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Tobias lived with his father Tobit and his mother Anna.   
They were a righteous family; they lived for God and 
obeyed all His commandments in all faithfulness. 

 
Tobit became blind, so he asked Tobias to go to their 
relative named Gabael and bring his money that he lent 
him.  Tobias answered his father saying: “I will do 
everything just as you have instructed me, father.” 
(Tobit 5:1) Tobit gave him their written agreement to 
collect the money, but Tobias did not know how to get 
to Gabael’s house. 

 
Tobias went to look for someone who can help him.  He 
found a young man; Tobias did not know him.   The man 
was Archangel Raphael sent by God to help Tobias.  They 
went together to go to Gabael. 

 

On their way to find Gabael, they camped by a river and 
a big fish jumped out.  Archangel Raphael told Tobias to 
catch the fish, remove the gall of the fish and keep it 
with him.  Archangel Raphael told him that this gall will 
heal his father so that he would be able to see again. 

 

The Story of Tobias 
The Book of Tobit 

 Learning how to be faithful with our family like Tobias teaches us that God 
rewards us when we show love to others. 



  

They came to the house of a man named Raguel, a 
relative of Tobit.  Raguel told Tobit who he was and 
married him to his daughter, Sarah.  Raguel was 
happy with this marriage because it was blessed by 
God. 

Archangel Raphael went to get the money from 
Gabael and left Tobias at his wedding feast.  Gabael 
gave him the money and they returned to the 
wedding feast. 

When they returned home, Tobias prayed and 
thanked God for helping him on his trip.  He took the 
gall of the fish and put it on his father’s eyes, and he 
was healed! 

They thanked the young man that traveled with 
Tobias.  The man told them who he really was.  
Archangel Raphael told them that he was sent by God 
to protect Tobias on his trip because he was faithful 
in obeying his father, just as his parent taught him. 

God is happy and rewards those who obey their parents,  
just like Tobias obeyed his father. 
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“‘Honor your father and your mother, as the Lord your God has 
commanded you, that your days may be long, and that it may be 
well with you in the land which the Lord your God is giving you.” 

Deuteronomy 5:16 



 

  

14 

1. “From his infancy, he taught him to _____________God and to abstain from all sin” 
(Tobit 1:10) 
 

2. “And the holy Angel of the Lord, _____________, was sent to care for both of them, 
whose prayers were recited at the same time in the sight of the Lord.” (Tobit 3:25) 
 

3. “Yet, for all the days of your life, have _____________in your mind” (Tobit 4:6) 
 

4. “I will do everything just as you have instructed me, _____________.” (Tobit 5:1) 
 

5. “Be calm, and do not be troubled.  Our son is safe.  That man, with whom we sent him, 
is _____________enough” (Tobit 10:6) 

 

Fill in the blanks and find the words in the word search. 
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Daniel is Faithful 
Daniel 1 & 6 

 Learning about Daniel teaches us to be kind to everyone. Daniel teaches us 
to be faithful no matter what trouble we face. 

. 

 

 

One day, King Nebuchadnezzar took over Jerusalem and 
brought some people with him to his kingdom Babylon 
to be slaves. Daniel and his friends were taken with 
them. 

 

King Nebuchadnezzar worshiped idols; he did not believe 
in God. One day the king asked the master of the 
servants to choose the best youth from those who came 
from Jerusalem and present them to the king.  They must 
be strong young men, good looking, and smart and 
educated with the ability to serve in the king’s palace.  
The king wanted them to learn the language and the 
books of the country.  The king even promised to serve 
them the king’s delicious food and wine every day for 3 
years of training, so that after the 3 years they might be 
able to serve the king. 

 

Among the men that were chosen were Daniel and his 3 
friends, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, who were 
strong in the faith of God.  They always obeyed God and 
made Him happy.  The first thing the master of the 
servants did was change their names Daniel to 
Belteshazzar and his 3 friends were named, Shadrach, 
Meshach and Abed-Nego.   
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Then the master of the servants served the young men the food of the king, meat 
and wine. The king’s food was used in the worshipping of idols. One of God’s 
commandments is “you shall not worship idols”.   

Daniel being a man of God knew that by eating of the king’s food he would be 
disobeying God’s commandment, as the Holy Bible says: 

“But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the 
portion of the king’s delicacies, nor with the wine which he drank” Daniel 1:8 

Daniel bravely asked the master of the servants if he and his friends could eat only 
fasting food, (vegetables) and drink only water.  God blessed Daniel for his 
faithfulness and God had worked in the master of the servant’s heart and allowed 
him to like Daniel. The master of the servants agreed but was afraid that the king 
would notice if they became weak and he was afraid he would get into trouble by 
the king.  Daniel convinced the master of the servants to test them for 10 days and 
after the 10 days of eating only vegetables and water, the king’s servant would see 
how they looked. 

After the 10 days, Daniel and his friends looked better and stronger than the other 
men who ate of the king’s food.  The master of the servants decided to only feed 
them vegetables and water from now on. 

 

 



 

  

Because of their faithfulness, God continued to bless them.  God rewarded them 
with knowledge, skills, and wisdom.  Daniel was even able to explain dreams with 
God’s help. 

At the end, after the king finished their 3 years of training everyone presented 
themselves to the king.  After seeing them, the king found that Daniel and his friends 
were the best and were the most knowledgeable people that he had ever met. 

 

 

 

 

 

Daniel and his friends were faithful. They had faith and they stood firm in what they 
learned from God and followed God’s commandments everywhere they went. 

Daniel and his friends, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah were faithful to God.   
Although they lived in a country whose people did not know God, they always 

lived their lives following God’s word.   

Years passed, and Daniel became an old man.  Another king named Belshazzar ruled 
after Nebuchadnezzar.  After Belshazzar came Darius as king and he appointed 
Daniel as one of 3 governors.  Daniel was better than all the other rulers.  The king 
thought Daniel should rule over the entire kingdom.  The other rulers became 
jealous of Daniel.  They went to the king and asked him to sign a decree that 
whoever worships another god other than the king would be put in the den of lions. 

Daniel heard about the decree. Because he was 
faithful to God, Daniel would never worship any god 
other than our true God.  Daniel prayed to God 
without hiding 3 times every day.  The people saw him 
praying and he was put in the den of lions.  God sent 
and angel and closed the lions’ mouth and saved him. 

Daniel was faithful to God no matter what trouble he faced. 
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Use the code below to fill in the blanks. 



  

II. Litanies of the Sixth hour of the Agpeya (Sext) 
(First 3 Litanies) 

1.  O You, who on the sixth day and in the sixth hour was nailed to the cross, for the 
sin which our father Adam dared to commit in Paradise, tear the handwriting of our 
sins, O Christ our God, and save us.  I cried to God and the Lord heard me. God hear 
my prayer, and do not refuse my petition. Be attentive to me and hear me in the 
evening, in the morning, and at midday. I say my words, and He hears my voice and 
delivers my soul in peace. 

2. O Jesus Christ, our God, who was nailed to the cross in the sixth hour, and killed 
sin by the tree, and by Your death You made alive the dead man, whom You created 
with Your own hands, and had died in sin. Put to death our pains by Your healing 
and life-giving passions, and by the nails with which You were nailed. Rescue our 
minds from thoughtlessness of the earthly deeds and worldly lusts, to the 
remembrance of Your heavenly commandments, according to Your compassion. 

3. Since we have no favor, nor excuse, nor justification because of our many sins, 
we, through you, implore to Him who was born of you, O Theotokos, the Virgin, for 
abundant and acceptable is your intercession with our Savior. O holy mother, do 
not exclude sinners from your intercession with Him whom you bore, for He is 
merciful and able to save us, because He suffered for us to deliver us. Let your 
compassion speedily reach us, for we are exceedingly humbled. Help us, O God, our 
Savior, for the glory of Your name. O Lord, deliver us and forgive us our sins for the 
sake of Your holy name. 

I. Verses on Faithfulness: 

“Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.” 
Revelation 2:10 

"He who is faithful in what is least is faithful also in much.”  
Luke 16:10 
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THE COPTIC ALPHABET 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Our Lord spent about 4 years in Egypt as a baby. 
He spoke to the people in Egypt in their language,  

which was the Coptic language at that time. 
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Group Hymn 
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